
  

 

ROBERT AND RACHEL GOADBY—
THEIR GRAVESITE IN OBORNE AND 
OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION  

 

 
THE LIBERTY OF THE PRESS  

AND THE LIBERTY OF THE PEOPLE               
FALL TOGETHER 

MAY HEAVEN LONG AVERT IT 

(From over the entrance to the Sherborne Printing House) 
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Information collected together by the Friends of Robert Goadby and printed by Sarsen 
Press, Hyde St, Winchester. 
 
Copies sold in aid of the old St Cuthbert’s Chancel in Oborne. A PDF containing the same 
information is available on the Oborne Chancel page at www.visitchurches.org.uk. 

 
Barbara Elsmore March 2023 
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……..introduction 
 
 
 
In early 2017 George Tatham, a local Sherborne historian, visited the gravesite 
of Robert Goadby and his wife Rachel in the field adjoining the Chancel in 
Oborne and was dismayed at the condition of the remains of a memorial to a 
once important local citizen. He was determined to see if anything could be 
done about having a replacement headstone installed. A small group of friends 
came together to support him in his endeavours and a first meeting took place 
where George outlined the importance of Robert Goadby:  
 

‘He was a publisher and a printer and he was involved in the London 
book trade. He founded the Western Flying Post and Yeovil Mercury in 
1744 and ten years later purchased the Sherborne Mercury combining 
the two newspapers to form the Western Flying Post and Sherborne and 
Yeovil Mercury. He developed an extensive distribution network. After 
his death his wife Rachel continued to run the newspaper for 13 years’. 

 
George and Prof Jonathan Barry, of Exeter University, both have an interest in 
the English Urban Renaissance and this has resulted in an extended essay on 
Robert Goadby's influence on the wider publishing world. At this time the book 
was underway.  
 
The gravesite, in the field adjoining the churchyard,  is surrounded by a wooden 
fence and has been planted with an oak tree and there is a pile of stones, which 
is all that remains of the original memorial, with a wild flower growing amongst 
them. George would like to see some form of restoration and with this in mind  
an initial estimate for a headstone with a simple inscription and its placement 
together with some printed material which would include the original lengthy 
inscription was obtained (amounting to c£2,000). A request for support was 
sought from the Simon Digby Memorial Trust and £200 towards this project  
was received. 
 



4 

 

 
……..next the appropriate people 
were consulted: 
  
• Simon Ferris BSc LLB MRICS, Property Manager, Diocese of Salisbury as 

the Diocese owns the land and acts as the letting agent. Simon stated 
that as there is no public access to the gravesite as it is on private land it 
would not be possible to install a new headstone. He also thought we 
should question the effectiveness of the money spent in reconstruction 
and wondered if the production of information, literature and 
photographs might be more beneficial in the long term.  

• Rev Vivian Enever, Rector of Queen Thorne Benefice (Nether with Over 
Compton, Oborne, Poyntington, Sandford Orcas, Trent). Rev. Enever 
reported that his involvement with the old St Cuthbert's Chancel is very 
limited and consists mainly of one service a year on Trinity Sunday. He 
expressed his interest in the project, from an educational viewpoint, and 
wished us every success 

 
• We met with Kim Thompson, Volunteering Officer, Dorset, Somerset, 

Devon and Cornwall for the Churches Conservation Trust in November 
2017. The Churches Conservation Trust is the national charity protecting 
churches at risk. They care for the churches vested to them by the 
Church Commissioners of the Church of England, repairing the damage 
from sometimes years of neglect, and work with local communities to 
bring them alive again.  

 
As by now it was clear that a replacement headstone was out of the question 
there was no longer a need for further fundraising. A request was sent to the 
Simon Digby Memorial Trust to transfer the funds to an educational project to 
which they readily agreed. 
 
So began a long period of research which culminated in further information 
being placed in the old St Cuthbert’s Chancel.  
 
We would like to thank Tina Osgood, Local Community Officer responsible for 
CCT churches in Hampshire, Berkshire and Dorset for her ideas and her help in 
finalising this project. 
 
Friends of Robert & Rachel Goadby 
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……..the Churches Conservation Trust 
 
 
Is responsible for the  St Cuthbert Old Chancel, Oborne, Dorset  and this is the entry on website 
www.visitchurches.org.uk 
 
Address: London Road, Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 4JY     Open daily 
 
A tiny and enchanting survivor. This beautiful small building in golden stone is sandwiched between the A30 and the 
main train line from London. Only the chancel survives of the 1553 church, which must have been one of the last to 
be built before the Reformation. Interesting inscriptions over the east and north windows testify to its origins. Inside 
are medieval slip tiles and seventeenth century communion rails, pulpit and monuments; the pillar piscina comes 
from the redundant church at North Wootton. There are seventeenth-century monuments in the churchyard. 

 
 Photograph Diana Neal 
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Barry Brock and Barbara Elsmore talk with Bill Heath  
 
Barry set up the informal meeting so that Bill could tell 
what he knows from his memories of the sequence of 
events concerning the old St Cuthbert's Chancel, the 
graveyard and the grave of Robert and Rachel Goadby, 
situated in the adjoining glebe land. (The meeting was 
recorded - 1 hour 15 minutes and Barry holds the 
original transcript). Bill has been the Custodian of the 
Chancel since 2001. 
 
Bill began to assist when a friend, who was working for 
the Churches Conservation Trust, asked him to help a 
Mr Smith, who lived in Sherborne and who had been 
responsible for looking after the churchyard at the 
Chancel but who now needed to hand the 
responsibility on.  
 
Bill found that the area contained within the iron 
fence was surrounded by 30 to 40 dead elms. They 
were possibly planted in Victorian times, when the 
metal fence was put around the inner churchyard area 
and had succumbed to Dutch elm disease. The whole 
area was surrounded by a wall - dilapidated in many 
places. The outer church yard area was now glebe land 
and was rented out by the Diocese in Salisbury and 
used as a paddock for a couple of rescued horses and 
fencing had been put up around it. The Goadby grave 
itself consisted of a pile of broken stones. There was 
no sign of the elm tree that once stood over it.  
 
Bill explained the meaning of glebe land - he said the 
land is often known as ‘God's Little Acre’. The Glebe is 
land owned by the Church within the parish, and 
which was intended to support the parish priest. It will 
have been passed on from vicar to vicar, who will have 
used it (often by renting it out) to provide an income 
(for the incumbent to live on). It is not the burial 
ground. At some point Bill took on the lease and pays 
for this himself. Any work he does is on behalf of the 
Churches Conservation Trust. He started by cleaning 
the windows of the Chancel. Outside he removed the 
dead elms and cleared back much of the under 
growth. There was a series of huge bonfires during 
some fine February weather when the fire did not go 
out for two weeks. The Trust was keen to maintain the 
bowl of an ancient oak tree which was covered in ivy 
and was considered to be habitat for wildlife but 
eventually this too succumbed. Barry and Bill 
speculated that this tree could well have been planted 
when the church was first built.  

Bill had some of the Victorian metal railings 
straightened where they had become bent over the 
years. He did make some claims for recompense 
originally to the Trust but they have 'run out of money' 
so he has discontinued this but when his son helps him 
once a year with an annual major tidy up he does put 
in a claim which is paid. When he came to the Goadby 
grave site he said only about a third of the stones that 
are in the photo, following the removal of the tree, 
remained. He saved anything vaguely 'ecclesiastical' 
and took the rubble and broken stone to the tip 
together with the remains of some of the railings. 
There is some dispute about whether or not the 
railings were cut off and used in the Second World 
War. The date of the coloured photo of the intact 
grave would give a clue to this if it can be found. He 
contacted the Western Gazette to ask if they would 
like to pay for a tree to be planted on the gravesite 
which they did, requesting an oak tree. The Digby 
Estates were asked to plant the tree and put up the 
fencing and a small dedication ceremony took place. 
He planted 'fox and cubs ' - pulmonaria officianalis - on 
the small pile of stones that remain. Two members of 
the Goadby family (dog breeders from Somerton) 
were invited to attend they had been located by Bill 
via the telephone directory. The date for this can be 
located via the visitors' book and a report was in the 
Western Gazette together with photos.  
 
Bill requested a sign and was told there was no money 
so he managed to locate a second hand one and 
collected it himself from a Somerset church and dug 
some huge holes to set it in the ground.  
He also planted three disease resistant elm trees, one 
of which was eaten by a horse, but the remaining two 
are thriving and turning into sizeable small trees. 
 
Oliver Chisholm who lives in the cottage next door to 
the Chancel takes care of the mowing of the 
churchyard. 
 
Barry asked Bill how he would like to see Robert 
Goadby commemorated and brought to the attention 
of others. He suggested that the oak tree is now doing 
this job. He does not really care for memorial benches 
or plaques and suchlike but seemed to be quite 
agreeable to the suggestion of a booklet and 
something appropriate to be prepared by way of 
explanation and placed inside the Chancel.  
 
August 2017 

……..a talk with the Custodian of the Chancel 



7 

By far the best way to visit the Chancel, if you are can, is to approach on foot either 
via the pathway from the entrance to Sherborne Castle through the iron gate and 
up the hill or from the footpath that runs beside the farm buildings in Castletown 
Way just in from the junction with the Oborne Road in Sherborne. This path will 
bring you out close to  St Cuthbert’s Church. 
 
Parking a car near the Chancel is very difficult and visitors are urged, if possible, to 
park near St Cuthbert’s Church and walk down to the Chancel. Great care must be 
taken in crossing the busy A30. 

From Wikipedia: John Buckler, Snr FSA (1770 – 1851) was a British artist and 
occasional architect who is best remembered for his many drawings of churches and 
other historic buildings, recording much that has since been altered or destroyed. By 
the end of his life, by his own account, Buckler had produced around 13,000 
drawings of buildings. Many of the buildings Buckler drew had not been previously 
recorded, and many have since been demolished or substantially altered, so his 
work is now a valuable source of information on British architectural history.  

In the visitors’ book in the 
Chancel there is an 
anonymous entry made 
in January 2000: ‘A 
peaceful place—whoever 
looks after this place may 
I thank you for your care 
and work’. 
 
Bill and his son signed 18-
19 February 2001 with a 
note: ‘Major clearance of 
dead wood pp CC Trust’. 
This would likely be just 
after the time when Bill 
took over from Mr Smith. 
 
In April 2001 an entry 
states: ‘It is recorded 
here that Kenneth Smith 
of Newland, Sherborne 
and custodian of this 
Chancel for many years 
and author of Old St 
Cuthbert, Oborne, Dorset, 
died.  
His Life is remembered 
with gratitude’. 
 

Bill has a copy of John Buckler’s painting of the 
Church which is photographed below. Sketched 
copies of the artist’s preparatory penciled 
sketches (from 1802) were made at the British 
Museum in 1936 by Miss M V Williams and are 
now displayed in the Chancel. The Nave was 
demolished in 1861 leaving the Chancel.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Fellows_of_the_Society_of_Antiquaries_of_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_(building)
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Robert and Rachel Goadby’s grave is behind 
the old St Cuthbert’s Chancel in Oborne on 
glebe land. 
 
Robert Goadby requested a pine tree and 
flowers to be planted on his grave. At some 
point an elm tree was planted but it died in the 
wave of Dutch elm disease which swept through 
England from the 1970s onwards. Now in the 
same place an oak tree has been planted and 
surrounded by a wooden fence and some of the 
original stones are visible piled together in the 
long grass.  
There is a Pulmonaria Officinalis (known as Fox 
and Cubs) growing amongst the stones. 
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Robert and Rachel Goadby 
 

It is difficult now to imagine that in the eighteenth-century two provincial newspapers were 
published in Sherborne (population 2,000-3000). These were the Sherborne Mercury, founded in 
1737, but run from 1749 by Robert Goadby and his family, including his wife Rachel from 1788 to 
1790 until 1803, and the Sherborne Journal, founded in 1764 by William Cruttwell. With 
circulations covering the south-western peninsula, both achieved regional status. The Sherborne 
Mercury continues today as the Western Gazette.  
 
In 1801, the unincorporated town of Sherborne (population 3,159) host to the Easter Quarter 
Sessions and with its Grammar School and monastic heritage and weekly markets and three 
annual fairs was the second largest inland Dorset town. Following the decline of the textile 
industry and the manufacture of silk buttons in the early 1700s, the town, well positioned on the 
London to Exeter and Bristol to Weymouth roads, developed as a thoroughfare town to service 
the increasing carrying and passenger trade. In addition, a silk throwing mill was established in 
1753. 
 
Robert Goadby (1720-1778) was born in London and by 1741 had set up as a bookseller in Bath. In 
1744 he moved to Yeovil to publish The Western Flying Post, which in 1749 he merged with the 
Sherborne Mercury. Distribution was handled by an agency network which in 1788 consisted of 37 
agents based in 28 towns, including Bristol and London.  As a significant printer, publisher and 
bookseller with strong links to the London book trade, Robert was able to disseminate books, and 
serial publications which reflected his particular values and concerns with ‘religion and virtue.’ His 
own publishing ventures included the Book of Fairs (in partnership with London publisher William 
Owen), The Illustration of the Holy Scriptures (annotated by himself) and the ‘memoirs’ of the 
trickster Bampfylde Moore Carew, which became one of his most successful printing ventures. 
 
The inscription above the door of the Goadby’s printing house in Long Street attested to Robert’s 
enduring interest in press freedom and the social consequences of its loss and reads as follows: 
 

THE SHERBORNE PRINTING HOUSE. THE LIBERTY OF THE PRESS AND THE LIBERTY  
OF THE PEOPLE FALL TOGETHER. MAY HEAVEN LONG AVERT IT. 

 
Robert married Rachel Bosher from Bristol and their only child, a son was baptized in 1749, but 
died aged seven and lies buried in Sherborne Abbey. Robert was involved in the civic and cultural 
life of Sherborne, becoming Warden of the Grammar School, serving as surveyor of the highways 
and in 1765 he opened a subscription library in Cheap Street. Abiding interests throughout his life 
were the welfare of the poor and a love of and interest in nature. He walked regularly to St 
Cuthbert’s Church at Oborne and it was his wish that he was to be buried here ‘not in consecrated 
ground.’ In his will, Robert left £200 to provide an annual sermon to be preached in Sherborne 
Abbey on ‘the Works of Creation’ and for alms to be distributed to the poor of the town. 
 
Robert Goadby was a successful newspaper proprietor of regional and national importance, who 

ensured the Sherborne Mercury, with its astute compilations of international, national, regional 

news and advertisements was circulated speedily and reliably across the south-west peninsula.  

……..more from George Tatham  
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……..a helpful article is found published in 1978 
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A very comprehensive article on the life and times of Robert Goadby from Dorset magazine issue 70 in 1978 written by 
Cyril N Chester. Photographs were black and white. Within this article Mr Chester has given the original inscription 
from the headstone and the inscription over the door of the printing house in Long Street. 
 
Cyril Noel Chester was born in Leigh in 1899. In May 1918 he enlisted at Dorchester in the 4th (Reserve) B Dorset 
Regiment. He married Mildred Louisa Cook in 1928 and by this time he was a dairy farmer at Crackmore Farm. Mildred 
died on 25 June 1978. Cyril died on 11 December 1996 and was buried alongside his wife at All Saints church, 
Poyntington. 
 
At some point between 1973 and 1977 Sir Mervyn Medlycott, on behalf of the Somerset & Dorset Family History 
Society, transcribed the memorial inscription from the headstone. When asked, in December 2016, if he remembers 
recording the grave—he does (he likely was one of the last people to visit it before the tree was removed) and he 
recalls that it was in the middle of a chicken run. He regrets not taking a photograph. He said that the headstone was 
hard up against an enormous deciduous tree. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: In the memorial 
inscription record made by Sir Mervyn 
Medlycott—right - he had to refer to 
Hutchins, as parts of the headstone 
were illegible. The date of Rachel 
Goadby’s death is incorrect: 
Rachel died 30 March 1790. 
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This very excellent website can be located at http://obornehistory.org.uk/introduction/ 
The site manager is Michael Fraser. The information has been compiled over many years and contains a 
wealth of parish records and photographs.  
 
At the beginning of our research into Robert and Rachel Goadby and their gravesite we turned to this 
extensive site for information.  

……..an informative local history website 
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Copies in colour of the two photos used in Cyril Chester’s article can be located on the Oborne History 
Project website. These are the photos that Bill Heath alluded to.  
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Michael Fraser was able to locate a set of photographic prints which included 
two new additions. One showing the grave taken from the south side where 
the grave site is dominated by a huge tree.   
 
It is very likely that these photographs originally belonged to Cyril Chester 
whose article was publshed in Dorset magazine in 1978. 
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Situated within these pages are three articles by Roger Guttridge which we have his permission to 
reprint. 
 
The first article (over following three pages) is entitled Dorset’s first newspaper is followed by a later 
article. 
 
From Roger Guttridge: ‘The article—Dorset's first newspaper—appeared in the September 1995 issue of 
Dorset Life. See also p57 of my book The Villages of Dorset, written with photographers Roger Holman 
and Roger Lane and first published in 1993. By the way, this article was loosely based on a college project 
that I did while a trainee reporter at The Western Gazette in Yeovil in the early 1970s. In the days when 
Donald Mildenhall was our Sherborne district reporter.’  
 
Roger Guttridge was born at Redhill, Surrey, and brought up in the Sturminster Newton area of Dorset. 
He went to Blandford Grammar School before beginning a 53-year career which has embraced a wide 
range of media work including newspapers and magazines, book writing and publishing, PR and 
marketing, radio and television. He is a former district reporter, chief reporter and deputy news editor of 
the Bournemouth Daily Echo, the author of 20 books and the editor of several others. He is a former 
director of local history publishers Red Post Books. 
Roger is particularly well-known for his books on Dorset and for his local history columns, which have 
appeared regularly in various newspapers and magazines over the last 35 years including the 
Bournemouth Daily Echo, Southern Daily Echo, Stour Valley News, Blackmore Vale Magazine, Stour and 
Avon Magazine and, currently, Dorset Life: the County Magazine and the digital Blackmore Vale. He is 
also well-known across Dorset as a speaker. His popular talk—My Family and Other Smugglers—has 
been heard by tens of thousands of people since 1983. 

This photograph was taken by W. Matt Chaffin for the Mates Directory of Sherborne published in 1903 
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Published 1995 
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2019 Sherborne Mercury introduced to a new readership. 
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Sherborne Terrier 1834—No 629 Mercury Printing Office & 
Garden. Occupier William Hibb Penny, Owner James 
Langdon. 

……..where in Long Street was the first printing 
house? 
 

Left: This is Bute House—the property on 
the site of the Printing House. Has the 
façade changed since Robert Goadby’s 
time?  
A History of Long Street, Sherborne by Susan 
and Ray Penn published in 2008 gives a 
chronological summary of occupiers and 
owners from 1737 until 2000 consisting of 
nearly 130 entries. This mammoth task of 
trawling through rate books, the poor rate, 
maps, directories, advertisements, 
censuses, electoral rolls and more leaves a 
quite remarkable legacy to anyone wishing 
to know more about Bute House. 
From this publication it can be seen that 
Robert Goadby purchased the property 
from Hannah Guttridge in 1749. It was most 
likely that the print works would have been 
behind the main house with its important 
inscription over the door (see cover). 
 
When Robert died in 1778 he would have 
lived and worked here for 29 years. 
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Did Robert Goadby walk 
to the site of his grave 
before breakfast each 
day?  
If he did which route did 
he take or did he vary his 
route? The most direct 
route would be to the 
end of Long Street onto 
the now Oborne Road 
and A30. 
Jack Dimond of  
Castle Farm stated ‘there 
could well be an old 
pathway that Goadby 
might have taken that 
runs across the farmland 
that my son rents from 
the Digby Estates’.  
 

One can only imagine the 
sights, sounds and smells 
that the changing 
seasons would have 
brought to him on his 
regular walk. 

……..from the Dictionary of National Biography 
    Vol 22  
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Oborne Tithe map 1834  
 
New St Cuthbert’s Church built 1861-62  
 
Note: X where the new church is to be built and the shape of the area marked 
out –56. 
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On 10 March 1778 Robert Goadby made his will and it was signed and sealed on the 17th. He died five months 
later. Did he foresee his end? It is very likely as according to his entry in the Dictionary of Biography ‘he died of 
atrophy following a long and painful illness’.  
 
On the following two pages you will find a transcription, made by Rachel Hassall, of this will which enables close 
inspection and what a very interesting document it is. He was generous to his employees leaving ‘every apprentice 
who may be in my service at the time of my decease the sum of five pounds each to be paid at the expiration of 
the term of each one of their apprenticeships on condition that each one faithfully discharges his duty to the full 
completion of his indenture’. The value of £5 pounds in 1780 would be very nearly £1,150.00 today (December 
2022). 
 
A codicil was added concerning his bequest to the poor of Sherborne—’And by this Codicil I give and bequeath to 
the Vicar and Church Wardens of the Town of Sherborne in the County of Dorset for the time being for to their 
successors for the time being the sum of two hundred pounds of the three per cent consolidated annuities in the 
Bank of England transferable to them In Trust that they the said Vicar and Churchwardens or their successors for 
the time being do distribute annually to the poor of the said Town of Sherborne the sum of four pounds, and 
likewise that the Church Wardens do pay or cause to be paid the annual sum of two pounds to the Vicar of the 
said Town of Sherborne on consideration of his preaching an Annual Sermon on the first Sunday in May after 
Evening Service in the parish church of Sherborne on the Wisdom and Goodness of God in the Works of Creation’. 
(the value of £200 in 1770 would be around £46,000 today.)  
 
The signing of the will reveals the severity of his condition as it seems he was too weak to sign his name and so he 
could only sign with an X which then had to be witnessed: ‘X the above is the mark of Robert Goadby. 
We the underwritten do testify that Robert Goadby of Sherborne in the County of Dorset, printer, did declare 
before us that the contents of this paper has been read to him and approved of by him, but being unable through 
extreme weakness to write his name hereunto did in our presence make the above mark as his testimony to and 
approbation of its contents. Witness August 7th 1778. [signed Ben. Whitehead, Joseph Dodge]’ 
 
Regarding the £200 bequest for the poor of Sherborne—According to Foster’s the story of a Dorset School, by S G 
McKay, in 1872 eleven of the twelve charities that were administered by the school were amalgamated to form 
‘the endowment for Foster’s School’. The twelfth charity– the ‘Robert Goadby’s Charity’ was not included.  
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Robert Goadby's Will  
 
In this my last Will & Testament written with my own hand this tenth day of March in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy eight.  All other Wills being annulled & revoked.  I 
Robert Goadby of Sherborne in the County of Dorset, printer, do dispose of my worldly effects in 
manner following – In the first place I make my beloved wife Rachel sole Executrix of this my Will.  I 
give and bequeath unto her, subject to the payment of my just debts, funeral expenses and such 
legacies as I shall hereby appoint to be paid by her, all that I die possessed of whatever 
denomination excepting what I have otherwise given and bequeathed by this my will.  I give and 
bequeath to my niece Joannah Lee six hundred pounds to be paid to her by my said wife in such 
manner as my Brother shall approve of.  I give and bequeath to my niece by marriage Sarah Jane 
Douglas to be paid by my said wife, seven hundred pounds in consideration of the great part of her 
life she has devoted to an assiduous care ]?over] her Aunt and myself.  I give and bequeath unto my 
Brother Samuel Goadby and to my nephew Samuel Lerpinier for their joint lives and the life of the 
survivor of them subject to the payment hereafter mentioned, all my Printing Office in Sherborne 
with the appurtenances thereto belonging, and all the implements of trade the property of the 
Sherborne Mercury, all my stock of books in quires or sheets and all my copys of books wherein I 
have a sole right or joint share of the Stampt paper for the quires which may be in hand at the time 
of my decease out of the profits of which I will and owe to be paid to my wife during her life an 
annuity of twenty five pounds per annum the sum of two hundred pounds to my nephew Daniel 
Lerpinier and six hundred pounds to be paid in trust to Samuel Lerpinier for the benefit of the child 
or children of his Brother Edward Lerpinier, with liberty to apply what part he may think prudent for 
the benefit of his said Brother Edward.  I give and bequeath to every relative any sum or sums any of 
them may be indebted to me at my decease.  I give and bequeath to my nephew Samuel Lerpinier 
ten pounds yearly to be paid out of the profits of the Printing Office In Trust for my nephew Elias 
Goadby to be paid to him for life at such times and in such manner as the said Samuel Lerpinier 
shall think will be most to his advantage.  The Intent and meaning of this my Will is that the 
aforesaid Samuel Goadby and Samuel Lerpinier shall have full liberty to dispose of for their 
advantage all the stock of books  I devise to them but shall have no power to dispose of the Printing 
Office nor the property of the Sherborne Mercury nor the copies of the books for their private 
advantage but the survivor either by himself or his executor shall dispose of them and the money 
arising therefrom be equally divided among the heirs of my Brother and my Nephews and Nieces by 
blood or their heirs that shall then be living.  Robert Goadby signed and sealed March 17th 1778. 
By this Codicil to my Will made April 13th 1778, I give and bequeath to my niece Joannah Lee all my 
share in the hotel at Weymouth. I give and bequeath to my wife one half of the clear profits arising 
from the business at Sherborne the first year after my decease.  I give and bequeath to my old friend 
Mr Owen and Mr Meacham five guineas each to buy rings.  To my niece by marriage Katharine 
Douglas twenty guineas. To Mr Samuel Braund of Menheniot of ten pounds.  To Mr John Dale of 
Tywardreath five guineas.  To my servant John Cox ten pounds. And to my servant Elizabeth 
Middleton five pounds.  These legacies to be paid by my executors.  [signed Robert Goadby] 
We the underwritten do testify that the above mentioned Robert Goadby declared to us that the 
whole contents written on this paper were of his own handwriting.  Witness to the said declaration 
August 7th 1778. [signed Ben. Whitehead, Joseph Dodge] 
A second Codicil to the Will of Robert Goadby of Sherborne in the County of Dorset, printer, which 
Will bears date the tenth of March in the year of Our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy 
eight and was signed on the seventeenth of the said month of March in the same year and to which 
Will there is a Codicil dated April the thirteenth of the said year, all and every part of which will and 
Codicil are written in the handwriting of the said Robert Goadby.  Whereas in my Will I have given 
and bequeathed to my Brother Samuel Goadby and to my nephews Samuel Lepiniere my Printing 
Office with all appurtenances and impliments therewith belonging for their joint lives with liberty to 
the survivor of them or his executors to dispose of the same for the benefit and advantage of the 
heirs of my Brother and my Nephews and Nieces by Blood as shall then be living my intent and 
meaning extends only to such of them as are lawfully begotten and born in wedlock.  And whereas 
by my said Will I have bequeathed to my Nephew Daniel Lerpinere the sum of two hundred pounds 
by this codicil.  I give and bequeath to him the said Daniel one hundred pounds to be paid to him the 
said Daniel by my Brother Samuel Goadby and my nephew Samuel Lerpinere out of the profits 
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arising from the Printing Office which by Will I have devised unto them. And by this Codicil I give and 
bequeath to my Niece Margaret Klotz the sum of two hundred pounds to be paid to her by my 
Brother Samuel Goadby and my Nephew Samuel Lerpinere out of the profits arising from the 
Printing Office which I have devised unto them by my Will.  I likewise give and bequeath to my 
Nephew Samuel Lerpinere the yearly sum of five pounds In Trust for my Nephew Elias Goadby, 
subject to the same restriction as the sum of ten pounds left by my Will to the said Elias Goadby.  I 
likewise give and bequeath to John Bettinson, Benjamin Dodge and Israel Watts, all of whom are 
now employed in my Printing Office, the sum of ten pounds to each of them provided that they 
continue faithfully to discharge their duty in the said Printing Office for the space of twelve calendar 
months after my decease if they are so required. I likewise give to every apprentice who may be in 
my service at the time of my decease the sum of five pounds each to be paid at the expiration of the 
term of each one of their apprenticeships on condition that each one faithfully discharges his duty to 
the full completion of his indenture.  I likewise give to all the News Men now employed in circulating 
the Sherborne Mercury the sum of half a guinea to each man provided that they continue in the 
same employment after my decease if they are so required.  And by this Codicil I give and bequeath 
to the Vicar and Church Wardens of the Town of Sherborne in the County of Dorset for the time 
being for to their successors for the time being the sum of two hundred pounds of the three per cent 
consolidated annuities in the Bank of England transferable to them In Trust that they the said Vicar 
and Churchwardens or their successors for the time being do distribute annually to the poor of the 
said Town of Sherborne the sum of four pounds, and likewise that the Church Wardens do pay or 
cause to be paid the annual sum of two pounds to the Vicar of the said Town of Sherborne on 
consideration of his preaching an Annual Sermon on the first Sunday in May after Evening Service in 
the parish church of Sherborne on the Wisdom and Goodness of God in the Works of Creation. 
X the above is the mark of Robert Goadby. 
We the underwritten do testify that Robert Goadby of Sherborne in the County of Dorset, printer, 
did declare before us that the contents of this paper has been read to him and approved of by him, 
but being unable through extreme weakness to write his name hereunto did in our presence make 
the above mark as his testimony to and approbation of its contents. Witness August 7th 1778. [signed 
Ben. Whitehead, Joseph Dodge] 
This Will was proved at London with two codicils the fourth day of September in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy eight before the Worshipful Francis Simpson, Doctor of 
Laws and Surrogate of the Right Worshipful Sir George Hay, Knight, also Doctor of Laws Master 
Keeper or Commissary of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury lawfully constituted by the Oath of 
Rachel Goadby, widow, the relict of the deceased and sole executrix named in the said Will to whom 
administration was granted of all and singular the goods, chattels and credits of the said deceased, 
she having been first sworn duly to administer. 
3rd September 1778. 
Appeared personally the Reverend Joseph Towers of the parish of St Giles Cripplegate, London, 
Dissenting Minister, and Cornelius Berry of the parish of Christ Church in the County of Middlesex, 
stationer, and being sworn upon the Holy Evangelists to depose the truth, desposed as follows, to 
wit, that they knew and were well acquainted with Robert Goadby late of Sherborne in the County 
of Dorset, deceased, for several years before and to the time of his death and during such 
acquaintance have frequently seen him write and subscribe his name and they these deponents 
have now carefully viewed the paper writing hereunto annexed purporting to be the last Will and 
Testament and one codicil of the said deceased the said Will beginning thus “By this my last Will & 
Testament written with my own hand” endeth thus “or their heirs that shall then be living” and 
subscribed and dated thus “Robt. Goadby Signed and sealed March 17th 1778”, and the said Codicil 
beginning thus “By this Codicil to my Will”, ending thus “These legacies to be paid by my executors”, 
and subscribed thus “Robt. Goadby”, deposed that they verily believe the whole contents of the said 
Will and Codicil and the subscriptions thereto to be all of the proper handwriting and subscription of 
the said Robert Goadby deceased. [Signed Joseph Towers, Corn. Berry]  Same Day the said Joseph 
Towers and Cornelius Berry were duly sworn to the Truth of the above affidavit before me. [Signed  
Frs. Simpson, Surrogate pt., Thos. Adderley junr. Notry. Pubd.]  
 
Transcribed by Rachel Hassall  
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PUBLISHED IN 2018 

……..the Goadby legacy lives on 

If you tap—Robert Goadby third chapter—into your search engine you can 
read it for yourself via Exeter University website. 
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Portrait on loan from the National Portrait 
Gallery hangs in Bickleigh Castle. 
 
Frontispiece to a fifth edition belonging to 
George Tatham. 

From Wikipedia—Bampfylde Moore Carew (1693–1759) was an English rogue, vagabond and imposter who 
claimed to be King of the Beggars .  
 
He was the son of Reverend Theodore Carew, rector of Bickleigh. The Carews were a well-established 
Devonshire family. Although they had a reputation for adventurousness, Bampfylde Moore Carew took this to 
extremes, if his picaresque memoirs are to be believed. Little is known about his life beyond these, in which he is 
described on the title-page as ‘the Noted Devonshire Stroller and Dogstealer’.  

The Life and Adventures of Bampfylde Moore 
Carew was first published in 1745. Although it 
states that the contents were ‘noted by himself 
during his passage to America’ and it is likely facts 
were supplied by Carew, the author was Robert 
Goadby, a printer in Sherborne, Dorset, who 
published an early edition in 1749. It has been 
suggested that Carew dictated his memoirs to 
Mrs. Goadby. 

The Life and Adventures continued to be a best 
seller throughout the next hundred years in 
numerous editions as books and chapbooks. He 
became a nationally known character, appealing 
to a provincial audience. One edition of his life 
was printed in Hull in 1785. 
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Robert Goadby’s An Illustration of the Holy Scriptures by Notes and Explications donated to Sherborne Museum by 
L R Florance, 21 Durleigh Road, Bridgwater probably 1966—with letter to Gerald Pitman 
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John Peters completes the mammoth task of straightening pages July 2014 and 
the even greater task of returning the engravings to their rightful pages as all 
had been detached and placed at the back of the book and with no page 
numbers on them as guides this entailed hours of searching through before 
replacement. 
 
John with Patricia and her brother, Michael Goadby and friend in September 
2016 
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In the last of Roger Guttridge’s articles - Dorset Life January 2020—he writes with special reference to Robert and 
Rachel Goadby’s gravesite 
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……..in conclusion 
 
Roger Guttridge entitled the preceding piece ‘An unfit 
monument’.  
 
Now that we have taken the opportunity to collect all we can 
about the lives of Robert and Rachel Goadby we have come to 
the conclusion that an oak tree, with its potential to live for a 
thousand years, together with the written and distributed 
word—the medium to which they both dedicated their lives —
we can conclude that we have done what we can to ensure that 
there continues to be a ‘fit monument’ to two important local 
people. 
 
 
Friends of Robert & Rachel Goadby 
Sherborne, Dorset 
March 2023  
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