THE CHURCHES CONSERVATION TRUST

Medieval churches and landmarks of Exeter

Start point: St Martin’s Church Cathedral Close, Exeter, EX1
Finish point: asabove

Route type: Circular

Distance: 2km/1.25 miles

Route difficulty: Easy (with one steep ascent)

Follow this gentle guided walk around Exeter’s historic centreto explore some of the city’s
best medieval churchesand landmarks.

Walkinstructions

L

St Martin’s Churchin Cathedral Yard was consecrated inthe same year as the Cathedral -
1065, makingita Saxon church. Itwas once one of six churches clustered in the
cathedral's shadow and its tiny parish - smaller than the size of a football pitch - served
the workers and traders who crowded into the three and four-storey houses inthe
surrounding streets. Today Itis the mostimportantand complete churchin the centre of
Exeter, having escaped Victorian refurnishingand Second World War bombing. Take time
to enjoy the splendid carved wallmonumentsinside.

Onexiting St Martin’s Church turn to yourright and take the lane on your right to walk along
the side of the church. Thisis Catherine Street. Shortly you will come to the ruins of St
Catherine’s Chapelandalmshouse, foundedin 1457 to house thirteen poor men. The
buildings were destroyed inabombingraid in 1942.

Immediately after St Catherine’s Chapel turn left, walk down the lane and under the ‘bow’
of StStephen’s and turnleftagain. You will be outside the entrance to St Stephen’s
Church - pop inside forinformation on the history of the church.

Onexiting, St Stephen’s Church turn left and walk down the High St. Opposite Santander
bank turnright to enter the Guildhall Shopping Centre. In this unlikely spotyou will find tiny
St Pancras’ Church, a 13"-century church that marks the spot of the earliest Christian site
in Exeter. Onceyou've looked around, exitthe shopping centre back onto High Stand turn
right.

Follow the High Stasitturns into Fore St. Where the two merge you will find St Olave’s, an
11*"-century church reputed tohave been founded by Gytha, mother of King Harold.

From St Olave’s continue to the bottom of Fore St and turn leftonto West St. Continue a
shortdistance until youcome to the ‘House that Moved’ and St Mary Steps Church on
your left - both heritage gems of Exeter.



7. From St Mary's take the steps on Stepcote Hill, which was the main route from the river to
the city from Roman times up until the early 19" century. This is the hard bit! Stop and rest
asneeded!

8. From Stepcote Hillmerge onto Smythen St. Atthe top of Smythen St turnright onto
Market St. Follow the streetaround and then turn leftonto South Stand take the firstright
into Bear St. This is the location of one of seven medieval gates around Cathedral Yard.
From Bear Stright leftinto Deanery Lane tore-enter Cathedral Yardand returnto the start
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